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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
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Security Cooperation 
• For decades, security cooperation has served as the cornerstone 
of the US relationship with Saudi and continue to work closely 
together to contend with violent extremist groups, proliferation of 
WMDs, humanitarian crisis emanating from Syria and other 
challenges threatening regional security including ISIS and Iran.   
The USG is dedicated to support Saudi in enhancing its defense 
capabilities to deter hostile actions, increase US-Saudi 
interoperability to positively impact security and stability in the 
region as well as the global economy. 
 
• The United States sold more than $80 billion in military hardware 
between 1951–2006 to the Saudi military. 
 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/usa-flags.shtml&h=0&w=0&tbnid=zqlw1iacUOLJAM&zoom=1&tbnh=162&tbnw=310&docid=DoZH3leF9VXqiM&tbm=isch&ei=LgAWVKm6O9e5ogTvtIKABw&ved=0CAQQsCUoAA
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Major USG FMS Sales to Saudi 2010-2014 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.techreleased.com/military/1st-boeing-f-15sa-for-royal-saudi-air-force-rolls-out/&h=0&w=0&tbnid=DHP9j8BcU7pjGM&zoom=1&tbnh=166&tbnw=304&docid=X_eYQGKnsGoUeM&tbm=isch&ei=aQIWVKL3HIa7ogSVzYH4Bg&ved=0CBAQsCUoBA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=hx4P9prPYQNyJM&tbnid=-tiHw0kdQO516M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://vpk.name/news/103249_kuveit_narashivaet_zakupku_zrk_patriot_pac3.html&ei=vwIWVLKUFsu0ogTr74H4Bg&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGIU9sPju5z-cfYwb-_RhKIXAEHjA&ust=1410815016010163
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=s8rPi5RuW_iy1M&tbnid=A_ND7OGeSJXoFM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.arabianaerospace.aero/uae-looks-to-purchase-five-uh-60m-blackhawk-helicopters.html&ei=ugMWVJrCAsbhoASM94D4Bg&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNG7wPMca3CeqrHu4syyZ_K69VHXqA&ust=1410815125332596
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4X9PaNpY3O2poM&tbnid=HdTf-uYjNVQQWM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.defensenews.com/article/20120524/DEFREG02/305240006/New-Patrol-Boat-Coming-U-S-Navy&ei=twQWVK69I8OuogSL-4H4Bg&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHq9rGjFsN2OYoAhhcfFjh3CEl9xw&ust=1410815519975191
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Current Military Spending Trends in Saudi 

• Middle Eastern nations increased their military expenditure by 
billions of dollars last year, with Saudi Arabia's budget now the 
fourth largest in the world, with its military equipment being supplied 
primarily by the US, France and Britain. 
 
• The Kingdom spent $67bn last year (representing about 9 percent 
of its gross domestic product in 2013), a 14 percent increase on 
2012, meaning it leapfrogged the UK, Japan and France in budget 
terms. 

 Rank Country Spending ($B) % of GDP World share (%) 
World total 1747.0 2.4 100 

1 United States 640.0 3.8 36.6 
2 China[a] 188.0 2.0 10.8 
3 Russia[a] 87.8 4.1 5.0 
4 Saudi Arabia[b] 67.0 9.3 3.8 
5 France 61.2 2.2 3.5 
6 United Kingdom 57.9 2.3 3.3 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_(nominal)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People's_Liberation_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_of_the_Russian_Federation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_of_Saudi_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
•1950’s the Corps was responsible for the expansion of the 

airfield in Dhahran for the US Air Force 

Aerial view of the Dhahran airfield looking south, September 1954. 
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
• 1950’s and 60’s the Corps built a new civil air terminal in Dhahran 
and a training school for the Royal Saudi Air Force in Riyadh. 

South face of the Dhahran Civil Air Terminal under construction, 
January 1961 

• USACE also established a 
nationwide television system 
for the Saudi Ministry of 
Information (MOI). 

Television studio building in Dammam, 
ca. 1968 
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
• Engineer Assistance Agreement with the Ministry of Defense and 
Aviation (MODA) signed in 1965 to assist the Saudis in 
modernization of their military including the construction of military 
cantonments, new medical facilities, military academies, and support 
of the Saudi Arabia Mobility Program (SAMP).  

Aircraft belonging to the Mediterranean Division, 
1968 

Saudi Arabia District Office, Riyadh, 1969 
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
• Sample USACE projects for MODA 

Headquarters, Ministry of Defense and Aviation, 
Riyadh, June 1986 

Model of King Khalid Military City 

Parade ground at King 
Abdulaziz Military 

Academy, mid-1980s 
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
• In 1972, the governments of the US and Saudi Arabia sigend a 
memorandum of understanding that initiated the Saudi Naval 
Expansion Program (SNEP). USACE undertook to design and 
construct deepwater naval ports at Jiddah on the Red Sea and at 
Jubayl on the Arabian Gulf. 

Pier piles at King Abdulaziz Naval Base, Jubayl, June 1978 
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USACE History in Saudi Arabia 
• In 1973, the United States and Saudi Arabia signed a 
memorandum of understanding for the modernization of the Saudi 
Arabian National Guard (SANG). The managed the planning, 
design, and construction of facilities. 
 

Construction of the Saudi Arabian National 
Guard headquarters using precast concrete, 

August 1978 
Model of the Saudi Arabian National Guard 

headquarters 
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Saudi Program Management Team 
Executive Staff: 

• COL Vincent Quarles-Commander/District Engineer 
• Mr. Thomas Waters-Deputy-Programs and Project Management 
 

Project Management      
 Jason Thomas, Acting Branch Chief-Program Manager 
 John Philpott, Account Manager/Project Manager 
 CPT Nathan Branen-PM Forward-RSAF 
 CPT John Gillmore-PM-Forward-GDMW 
 Mr. Bill Ryals-Project Manager 
 Mr. Patrick Tilque-Project Manager 
 

Construction     
 Duane Crowe-Construction Manager 
 Jim Wang-Project Engineer Forward 
 

Engineering and Design    
 Steve Patton-Design Manager 
 Steve Franz-Technical Coordinator 
 

Construction Contracting      
 Christina Loy, Contracting Officer, Construction 
 Dan Hanas, Contracting Officer, Construction 
 Lana Birdsell, Contracting Officer , Services 
 Maria Martin, Contracting Officer, Construction 
 Brian Wing, Contracting Officer, Architect-Engineer Services 
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USACE Current Presence in Saudi Arabia 

South face of the Dhahran Civil Air Terminal under construction, January 1961 

KKMC 

Mecca 

ASIR 

NAJD 
HIJAZ 

Khamis 

Dammam 

Riyadh 

Tabuk 

Al Qasim 

Al Kharj 

EASTERN 
PROVINCE 

Program Offices: 
 

Program Offices 
with in-country 

Program Managers 
within the Royal 

Saudi Air Force and 
General Directorate 
for Military Works 

 

Project Office: 
 

In-country Project 
Engineer and 
support staff 
overseeing 

construction 
renovations at the 

new King Saud 
Air Base 
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USACE Current Workload 

• New King Saud Air Base (KSAB)   $  40.0 M 

• AH-64 APACHE Longbow Helicopters  $ 206.5M 

• Royal Saudi Navy Support Case   $     0.3M 

• GDMW Works Support Case   $     9.1M 

 

Total Current Workload    $ 255.9M 
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USACE Current Workload in Saudi Arabia 

South face of the Dhahran Civil Air Terminal under construction, January 1961 

KKMC 

Mecca 

ASIR 

NAJD 
HIJAZ 

Khamis 

Dammam 

Operating Base: 
 

Provides near 
wholesale 

renovation of 
existing base 

 

Riyadh 

Tabuk 

Al Qasim 

Operating Base: 
 

Provides for 
expansion of 
existing base 

 
 

Depot Supply: 
 

Provides for all 
new depot level 

supply base  

Al Kharj 

EASTERN 
PROVINCE 

Operating Base: 
 

Provides for all 
new operating 

base 
 
 

Training Base: 
 

Provides for new or 
renovation of 

existing facilities 
for (2) new 
simulators 

 

Air Base: 
 

Design only for 
the new King 
Saud Air Base 
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Support of the Royal Saudi Air Force 
• USACE has been authorized to develop the Master Plan for the new King 
Saud Air Base (KSAB) including base layouts, facility requirements, zoning, 
narratives, construction schedule and phasing plans, cost estimates, topo and 
geotech surveys in support of two F-15SA and one Typhoon squadron.  
 

KSAB Concept Plan 

• USACE has also been authorized to perform minor 
renovations to existing base facilities at KKMC. 

 

Barracks and Admin 
buildings to be 

renovated 
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Support of the Royal Saudi Land Forces 

• Support for RSLFAC requirements including construction and renovation 
at various locations within the kingdom-includes new bases and 
augmentation/renovation at existing bases for AH-64D Block III APACHE 
Longbow Helicopters.   
 

 

AH-64D APACHE Longbow 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=FNHhRaMP0qKFOM&tbnid=UvfyURxYhNw5IM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dev.defense-update.com/tag/ah-64d&ei=_9MVVIOcKsitogSig4GIBw&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNG4W9Fq5r367TS6sfpGW8Inbq7SqQ&ust=1410803031716283
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Support of the General Directorate of 
Military Works 

• New case provides support to the GDMW in the form of training, 
procurement, design and construction.  The scope of services has not been 
determined but expected to be developed jointly with GDMW and 
implemented in early FY15. 
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Support of the Royal Saudi Navy 
• Continued coordination with the Royal Saudi Navy and the US Navy IPO 
in developing the FMS case for the design, construction and infrastructure 
development to support new Eastern Fleet at Port of Jubail and legacy fleet, 
Ras Al Misab, Ras Al Ghar, Airfield at Royal Commission, and Harpoon 
Facility at Al Kharj.   
 

 

King Abdulaziz Naval Base 
(KANB), Jubail 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Saudi_Navy_Desert_Sheild.JPEG
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USACE Potential Workload 
Highly Likely  

• Full Design of the King Saud Air Base (KSAB) $  60.0M 

• Design and Construction Services for GDMW $  XX.XM 

 

Potential 

• Construction of KSAB    $    3.8B 

• THAAD Missile Tactical Sites   $   700M 

 

Future 

• Relocation of Eskan Village   $   700M 

• Saudi Naval Expansion Program   $     4.5B 
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Potential Support to the Royal Saudi Air Force 

• USACE is currently in negotiations with the Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) for 
the full design and potential early start construction works of the new King Saud 
Air Base which expected to commence in October of this year. 
 

F-15SA 

• USACE is standing by to support RSAF in 
the case some or all construction services are 
required in support of KSAB. 

 

KSAB Concept Rendering 
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Potential Support of the Royal Saudi Air Defense 

• The USG Missile Defense Agency is in discussions with Saudi Arabia for 
the purchase of a THAAD missile system.  Similar to what is being done in 
the UAE and Qatar, it is expected that the system will be supported by fixed 
tactical sites. 
 

 

THAAD missile launch 

• Potential FY15 start of a technical 
requirements development case for feasibility 
studies and site selection surveys. 

 

THAAD Protective Dome 
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Potential Support of the Royal Saudi Navy 
• The RSNF is currently working an initiative called the Saudi Naval 
Expansion Program (SNEP II), to replace its aging and outdated U.S.-built 
ships in their eastern fleet, home-ported in Jubail. This massive purchase 
could include destroyers, patrol craft, helicopters, ground vehicles and other 
platforms, as well as warehouses and substantial upgrades to port 
infrastructure.  The requirements are still being developed, but recent 
estimates values the overall program at around $20B. 
 

 

Lockheed Littoral Combat Ship 
General Dynamics Group DDG-

51 Class Destroyer 

Naval C4I System 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USS-Freedom-130222-N-DR144-174-crop.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xFD5r6e5aPDztM&tbnid=DrYdPYIaRiLWsM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_011211-N-0000X-007_The_Arleigh_Burke_(Flight_III)_class_guided_missile_Destroyer_USS_Shoup_(DDG_86).jpg&ei=FBEWVKSvCNPloASJxoH4Bg&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE_B8XHsOXobdaW0nEJW59ceECT4w&ust=1410818704679917
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=dsYcAAFFC3lh-M&tbnid=MfTapxEfrMdXiM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://navaltoday.com/2012/04/12/usa-saic-receives-c4isr-contract-worth-up-to-usd-36-mln/&ei=uRMWVI2_AovooATykYL4Bg&bvm=bv.75097201,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHEVhjqPIWBrv3NbNkr-yGa9Q1LtA&ust=1410819349040917
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Potential Support to USMTM 
• The US Military Training Mission (USMTM) to Saudi Arabia has currently 
outgrown its accommodations at Eskan Village Air Base outside of Riyadh.  
Originally built by the Saudis in 1983 to house various Bedouin tribes, the 
government of Saudi Arabia authorized the use of the village for deployed 
US service members in 1990.  New real estate is currently being sought 
after for relocation of USMTM and other USG agency operations in the 
Kigdom. 
 

 

Eskan Village Air Base, Riyadh  

Villas at Eskan Village  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://airlifter.us/storm/tentcity.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=iXR8o7eyxpOF9M&zoom=1&tbnh=110&tbnw=204&docid=zAoN0QWVx20CIM&tbm=isch&ei=OSIWVIqhLcWrogTZ4oH4Bg&ved=0CAcQsCUoAQ
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• Because the Saudis have long-standing relationships with America 
and its defense firms, and in the wake of current events in the 
region, foreign military sales to Saudi are projected to continue.  
 

• USACE hasn’t had a permanent presence in Saudi since the late 
1980s, but the relationship that began in the 50’s is beginning to 
grow once again.  Recent successes in USACE’s support to 
RSLFAC is beginning to bear fruit causing this program to grow and 
new work emerge.   
 

• The future of USACE’s involvement in the Kingdom hinges on how 
well it executes it’s current programs with RSAF and it’s upcoming 
support of GDMW.  

26 
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